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Umbrella term that encompasses a wide range of 
collec5vely self-organised and self-managed housing: 

'Collabora(ve housing’ 

• Inten%onality 
• Common vision
• Collec%ve decision-making
• Sharing and commoning prac%ces
• High level of end-user involvement
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Collaborative housing

Community housing
goal is to live together

Collective self-provision
goal is to create user-defined 
(affordable) housing together

Cohousing

Shared definitions

Eco-villages

Living Groups

Collective self-development
(building groups)

Housing cooperatives

Community Land Trusts

Senior cohousing

Rental cooperatives

Ownership/shared 
equity cooperatives

• Co-housing (UK)
• Centraal Wonen / Gemeenschappelijk wonen (NL)
• Bofællesskab (DK)
• Co-wonen (BL)
• Kollektivhus (SE)
• Vivienda Colaborativa (ES)

Local designations (country)

• Senior co-housing (UK)
• Groepswonen voor Ouderen (NL)
• Seniorbofællesskab (DK)
• Kollektivhus för andra halvan av livet (SE)
• Cooperativa senior / Residencialidad Colaborativa (ES)

• Økosamfund / Økolandsby (DK)
• Éco-village (FR)
• Eco-Aldea (ES)
• Ekoby (SE)

• Leefgemeenschap / woongroep (BE)
• Woongroep (NL)
• Kollektiv (DK)
• Kollektiv / Storfamilj (SE)
• Wohngemeinschaft (DE)
• Wohngemeinschaft (CH)

• Byggemenskap (SE)
• Fællesbyg / Byggefællesskab (DK)
• Baugruppe / Baugemeinschaft (DE)
• Collectief particulier opdrachtgeverschap - CPOs (NL)
• Self-build housing (UK)
• Habitat groupé (BE)

• Almenbolig + (DK)
• Mietshäuser Syndikat (DE)
• Habitat solidaire (BE)
• Habitat pariticipatif social (FR) 
• Stiftung (DE) 

Collaborative non-profit housing

• Mietergenossenschaft (Germany)
• Beheer-Wooncoöperatie (NL)
• Tenant management co-operatives (UK)
• Cooperativa de Cesión de uso / Cooperativa de derecho de uso (ES)
• Ownership Cooperative (UK)
• Collectieve-koop of Vastgoedcoöperatie (NL)
• Andelsbolig (DK)
• Habitat coopératif (BE)
• Wohngenossenschaft / Cooperative d’abitazione / Cooperative d’habitation (CH)
• (Wohnbau)Genossenschaft (DE)
• Coopérative d'habitants / Société Coopérative d’Habitants (FR)

• Community Land Trusts (BE)
• Community Land Trusts (UK)
• Organisme de foncier solidaire - OFS (FR) 

living together
with independent units

helping each other in 
older age

alternative, environmentally friendly 
community

living together
as a household

developing housing together

affordable housing

autonomy

affordable land and housing 

Collective self-help
redeveloping empty property

• Self-help housing (UK)
• Masovería o Aparcería Urbana (ES)

Taxonomy of Collaborative 
Housing forms in Europe

Source: Co-Lab Mapping project (2021)
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